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Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

 I write on behalf of the Board of Education to share some exciting news affecting our 
School District.  To begin, last night our 2016-2017 Budget was passed by our great 
community by a significant margin – YES: 1,066, No: 363.  Proposition 2, which allows 
the District to save money over an extended period of time to make certain capital 
improvements to our facilities, also was overwhelmingly approved – YES: 1,050, No: 
361. Finally, Rob Scarito, Gary Fortmeyer and myself were re-elected to serve on the 
Board through the 2019 school year. 

 We know that the reason our Budget passed was, in large part, attributable to 
you – Hauppauge’s outstanding administrators, teachers and staff – who are dedicated 
to going above and beyond when it comes to the education of our students. We cannot 
thank you enough for your phenomenal service to the children and young adults of our 
community. 

 Additionally, we are extremely proud and excited to announce that we are bringing 
one of our own back home to help us continue this tradition of service excellence. Effective 
July 1, 2016, Dr. Dennis P. O’Hara will begin as the Hauppauge School 
District’s new Superintendent of Schools.  Dr. O’Hara will replace Neil Lederer, who 
has served with strong and experienced leadership as our Interim Superintendent of 
Schools since January.  The Board greatly appreciates Mr. Lederer’s expert guidance and 
his many contributions during his time with us.  He has been invaluable.  

 Dr. O’Hara was chosen from a highly qualified field of impressive candidates. We 
commend the comprehensive efforts of the Superintendent’s Search Committee, which was 
comprised of District administrators, teachers, parents and Board members. We thank 
you for your service and believe we could not have selected a better candidate for our 
District’s new Superintendent of Schools! 

 We know that Dr. O’Hara’s skill set, combined with his unique knowledge of our 
District and community culture, will enable our students to reach new heights of 
achievement and open wide postsecondary doors of opportunity.  We hope you will join us 
in welcoming Dr. O’Hara back home and on our collective mission to develop a strong 
synergy that will make the Hauppauge School District stand out as among the best schools in 
the nation. 
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Thank you so much for all that you do.  Let’s have a great end of the year, with eyes 
toward our very bright future!!!  As always, I remain,  
 

 
Very truly yours, 

 

                
David M. Barshay, Esquire 
President, Board of Education 

 
 
 


